
 

 

Minutes From Parent Group Meeting 

7pm Tuesday 18th October 2016 

 

Attendees: Miss D Calderwood (Head Teacher), Mrs D Kirkpatrick (Depute Head Teacher) Mrs S 

Bateman (Vice Chair) Mrs Lynn Dyre, Mrs Christina Poulou, Mr Stewart Denny, Mrs Laura Brown, 

Mrs Hazel McPhail and Mr Robert Ivory 

Apologies: Mrs G McCole and Mr B Manson 

1. WELCOME 

Welcome and opening to the meeting by Miss D Calderwood with recognition that going forward 

she would not be chairing the parent group meetings. 

2. ELECTION OF PARENT GROUP ROLES 

Discussion and conformation of roles for taking the parent group forward: 

Chair:  Mrs Susan Bateman 

Vice Chair: Mrs Christina Poulou 

Secretary: Mr Stewart Denny 

Treasurer: Mrs Lynn Dyer 

All roles were agreed and seconded by members of the parent council meeting present tonight 

 

3. HEAD TEACHERS REPORT 

Miss Calderwood gave an update on the difficulties getting supply cover for a member of staff on 

long term absence.  The school is currently covering class 6N by using staff from in house with Mrs 

Kirkpatrick organising lesson planning. 



Principle Teacher interviews have taken place and a suitable candidate has been recommended for 

the position.  Name will be announced once references and PVG have been obtained. 

Recruitment for 3 permanent posts within the Early Years Campus (EYC) commences next week.  

These posts will be 52 week posts. 

Julie Murray has been appointed as the new clerical assistant for the EYC.  She will start next week 

and be working 14.8 hours per week. 

In-service day on 17.10.16 was a positive team building day for the whole school.  The EYC looked at 

planning, ideas and creativity as a new team and spent the afternoon doing team building games.  

The rest of the school looked at resources and files and managed a whole lot of decluttering 

together.  

The school now has 5 parent helpers.  These parents will help with photocopying, laminating, 

helping in the dining hall etc.   

Events for this term: 

A harvest assembly will take place in the school and a collection for the Falkirk Food Bank will take 

place.  Pupils will be asked to bring in a tin of food for the assembly. 

Class assemblies are in the planning and dates will be in the forthcoming newsletter. 

Chaplain Rev. McDonald will be involved in some of the assemblies having met with Miss 

Calderwood recently.  He will start with the remembrance service in November. 

There will be a nativity service this year, within the school, involving P1-3 rather than the whole 

school – this is still at the planning stages. 

A carol service is planned to take place in the church this year, weather dependent.   

Children in Need is on the 18th of November this year.  The pupil council is taking the lead in 

organising an event for the school, including the sale of wrist bands and head bands.  Although the 

theme is spots the event will be a dress down day for a donation of £1 which will go to Children in 

Need.  The BFG will also provide a cake sale on the same day with 10% of their proceeds being 

donated to Children in Need and the other 90% to raise funds for the BFG. 

Parent evening is on the 10th of November, invitations will be coming out soon.  Miss Calderwood 

has arranged for the scholastic book fair sale to be on this evening also, to enable parents to see 

what books are on offer and assist their children in choosing a book if they wish. 

There is a Budget meeting taking place at Denny High School and all teachers within the Denny 

cluster are invited to attend.  Miss Calderwood will be attending this meeting to hear the ideas and 

consultation. 

Other information: 



Mr Finlay is leading on rolling out participation of the daily mile throughout the whole school.  It has 

been proven that 15 minutes of exercise within the day has not only reduced childhood obesity but 

also improved academic achievement. 

The open evening was well attended by most classes, however some parents have reported back 

that they did not receive the last newsletter with information about the open day on it. 

The next newsletter will be out at the beginning of November. 

Miss Calderwood and Mrs McIntyre are both being trained in a new communication system 

(Groupcall) that is being made available by Falkirk Council.  This system will be able to email and text 

parents therefore enabling future communication to be electronic rather than on paper.  It is hoped 

that this will improve communications to parents. 

Miss Calderwood has recently been on a fire risk training day with the fire brigade and will be 

attending a Health and Safety meeting next week. 

4. AOCB 

Mrs S Bateman informed the group of a question from a parent regarding teaching of the green 

cross code within the school now that one of the crossing patrol people had been removed from 

Larbert Road.   

• Miss Calderwood informed the group that as part of the school curriculum they would be 

teaching road safety to the school at both assembly and within the individual class rooms, 

this term, where the information will be age appropriately tailored.   

Mrs Kirkpatrick informed the meeting that the NSPCC visited today and went to the school 

assemblies and then provided workshops for some of the older classes.  The message was about the 

children keeping themselves safe; using their voice and looking out for each other. 

 

Mrs Kirkpatrick closed the meeting by providing a very interesting presentation on the 6 principles of 

nurturing; a process that is being practiced throughout the whole school. 

 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 29th November, 7pm  

 


